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Dear Parents and Carers,

Get ready to spark your child's curiosity because our first exciting theme in Year 4 is 'Natural Disasters'! Over the coming
weeks, we will be diving into a thrilling exploration of the power of planet Earth. Our learning will span science,
geography, art, design technology and music, promising an unforgettable journey of discovery.

Our scientific investigations will focus on the dramatic states of matter. The children will compare and group solids,
liquids and gases before carrying out fascinating experiments to observe how materials change state when heated or
cooled. We will also trace the path of the water cycle, connecting our findings directly to changing states of matter.

In English, we will step into the shoes of history using our core text, 'Escape from Pompeii' by Christina Balit, to craft
great diary entries. Meanwhile, our geography lessons will explore the physical mechanics of the Earth, investigating
the fiery world of volcanoes and the powerful forces behind earthquakes. In spoken language, the children will practise
listening and responding respectfully while using sophisticated sentence openers.

Creativity will be at the heart of our design work throughout this theme. Inspired by the famous artist Hokusai, the
children will produce stunning pastel artwork. In design technology, they will become young engineers as they use balsa
wood to build, strengthen and reinforce structures, putting their skills to the test to create earthquake-proof models.

Alongside our thematic learning, our core subjects will remain busy. In maths, we will focus on building strong
foundations in place value, addition and subtraction. In computing, the class will unpack how hardware and software
work together. Our French lessons will bring vocabulary to life with body parts and zoo animals, while PSHE will focus
on online safety and 'Me and My Relationships'.

During RE lessons, we will explore why the stories of Holy Week are important to Christians, as well as learning about
aspects of Islam, Sikhism, Judaism and non-faith worldviews. Year 4 are also hugely excited to begin weekly trumpet
lessons on Wednesday afternoons, bringing plenty of musical energy to our midweek routine!

We have some truly fantastic enrichment experiences planned to make this theme unforgettable. The children will
immerse themselves in a 3D audio adventure with 'Now Press Play', take part in their first Edible Garden session of the
year and welcome a guest speaker from Yorkshire Water. They will also tackle their first Activity Passport challenge by
building their very own outdoor dens.

Helping at home:

As well as ensuring that your child completes their weekly homework, you could:

e Log on to BBC Bitesize to learn more about our science topic https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9bbkqt

e Access TT Rocks and Purple Mash at home.

e Look at https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbkw2hv for geography clips and learner guides including
information on volcanoes and earthquakes.

o Refer to https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2pfb9q for science clips and learner guides on changing
materials and solids, liquids and gases.
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These are some recommended reading options you can read with your child during this theme:

e The Diary of a Killer Cat by Annie Fine
e The Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney
e The Cosmic Diary of our Incredible Universe by Tim Peake

Thank you for your continued support.
Warm regards,

The Year 4 Teachers
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