
 

                                       

 

 FRIZINGHALL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back! We are thrilled to introduce our very first theme of the school year: Explorers! The 

children are about to set off on a thrilling journey through history, geography, science, and art as we 

uncover what it truly means to be a brave adventurer. 

Our adventure begins with the legendary journeys of Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus. The 

children will become history detectives, asking questions and using a variety of fascinating sources to 

find out how these famous figures changed the world. Through maps, atlases, and globes, we will map 

out the United Kingdom and explore the vast continents and oceans of our planet. The children will 

also learn the four compass points and use directional language to trace Columbus’s historic route 

across the seas. In English, our reading and writing will tie directly into our theme as we dive into 

Simon Bartram’s fabulous journey story, Man on the Moon, along with exciting non-fiction texts. 

In science, we will be rolling up our sleeves to carry out hands-on investigations with everyday 

materials. The children will test and observe different properties to solve a special design challenge: 

deciding which material would be best to build a sturdy, waterproof boat for Christopher Columbus! 

Meanwhile, in art, we will take inspiration from Vincent van Gogh’s masterpiece, The Starry Night. 

After reading Katy and The Starry Night, the children will paint their own versions while developing 

techniques in colour, pattern, line, and texture. 

Alongside our main theme, we have a wonderfully rich term planned across all our subjects: 

• Maths: We will build a strong foundation in place value using two-digit numbers, followed by 

exploring different strategies for addition and subtraction. 

• Computing: The children will become "route explorers" by coding paths through maps, learning 

how to use technology to create artwork, and discovering how to stay safe online. 

• Spoken Language: We will play engaging memory games, re-establish our class talk rules, and 

practice asking thoughtful questions to extend our knowledge. 

• PE: Pupils will master fundamental movement skills, including running, jumping, throwing, and 

catching, while also using measuring equipment during active lessons. 

• Music: Class 2 Cherry will begin learning to play the vibrant bamboo tamboo, while 2 Sycamore 

will explore South African music through the uplifting song Hands, Feet, Heart. 

• RE & PSHE: In RE, we will explore the question, "How is a new life welcomed?" In PSHE, pupils 

will discuss living in the wider world and help design our ideal classroom environment. 
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• Wellbeing: We are excited to begin our reflection journal journey, where the children will 

reflect on their learning and achievements, thinking about how to care for their mental health. 

To make this term even more memorable, our activity passport experiences will take learning beyond 

the classroom. The children will enjoy a local walk near a river and canal, collect natural materials to 

create a natural collage and continue their fantastic hands-on work in the edible garden by keeping an 

outdoor plant and animal diary. 

We cannot wait to see where this journey takes us and look forward to sharing all of our amazing 

discoveries with you throughout the term! 

Helping at home: 

As well as ensuring that your child completes their weekly homework, you could: 

• Research materials and different explorers, especially Neil Armstrong and Christopher 

Columbus on the internet.  

• Research explorers and materials at the library. 

• Play Hit the Button (https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button) on the internet 

to practice number bonds 

• Play on https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk to practice phonics. 

Websites 

https://www.ducksters.com/biography/explorers/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-exceptional-explorers 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Miss Hanif, Miss Johnston and Mr Ruddock  
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Explorers  
 
Narrative – adventure story  
 
Recommended Reads 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Biography  
 
Recommended Reads 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It's an exciting day for Marvin and his classmates because they are visiting the 

Natural History Museum. Marvin and Joe can't wait to see all those dinosaur 

skeletons up close, but they get more than they bargained for when supervillain Leo 

turns up and brings the Dino skeletons to life! 

Rosa has come from the city to live with Grandma Nan in the wilds of Big Sky 

Mountain. And what surprises are in store for her! Grandma Nan is not exactly an 

ordinary grandma, and Big Sky Mountain is like nowhere Rosa has dreamed 

about before. From canoeing down rapids to making friends with the local 

animals, life never stays still for long on Big Sky Mountain! 

In this book, you will find an in-depth look at Messi's life, from his growth challenges 
to his soccer triumphs. 
 

Zip, zap, and zoom through space with Hugo and his best friend Dino on their 

adventure to find the best mom present ever! An out-of-this-world graphic novel 

chapter book series filled to the brim with friendship and zany adventures! 

 



 

                                       

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Narrative Poetry  
 
Recommended Reads 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Through vibrant illustrations and engaging storytelling, this book takes children 
through Frida's unique and inspiring life. 
 
 

Suzie Wen LOVES gadgets and inventing things – but her inventions don’t always 
turn out how she expects . . . And after a massive invention mishap, Suzie is now 
living on board the space ship from her favourite TV show – exploring new planets 
and saving the universe! 

From his childhood experiments to his first encounters with flight, explore the steps 
Neil Armstrong took in order to become the first person to land on the moon. A story 
of calculated risk, perseverance and earth-defying reward. 

A great first poetry book; the poems span time, from Robert Louis Stevenson and 
Walter de la Mare right up to date with Roger McGough and Michael Rosen. 
Themes covered, such as mealtimes, playtime, animals, family and bedtime, really 
appeal to young readers.  


